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BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

The planning of the ecologic webs has the aim to preserve and protect the “biological diversity” of
the natural ecosystems.

“Biological diversity” means the variety of animals and vegetables and the existent complex link
and interaction between the species and the environment.

This important concept spread in the scientific literature after the 1992 Rio de Janeiro Convention,
when all the big problems related to the conservation of the “biological diversity” were brought to
worldwide attention.

Today the international scientific community considers the “biological diversity” as a basic value:
its defence essential to preserve the balance in the climatic, ecological and geological processes
and it is something fundamental to pass on to the future generations.

“Biological diversity” might, of course, be considered as an economical resource: social services to
held in the environment (for old and young people, children) , pharmacology appliances, tourism,
agriculture and so on.

“Biological diversity” has its best example in the Cecchignola Ditch: it hosts an incredible flora and
fauna heritage, above all if we consider the urban context in which this area is placed.

There are, as a matter of fact, the following vegetation and trees:

The Bramble (Rubus fruticosus) — it. rovo - where many birds make their nests.
The thistle (Silybum marianum) - it. cardo

The Verbasco (Verbascum thapsum)

The Borage (Borago officinalis) —it. borragine

The EIm (OImo campeste) — it. olmo

The Poplar (Populus Nigra) — it. pioppo

The Maple (Acer campestre) — it. acero

All of these different vegetation and trees are the living proof of the existence of the water in the
underground even if now it is reduced by the intervention of the men who made canals and
brought the water to a lowest level than it used in the past (see photos in literature).
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In spite of the urban eagerness and the pression the area lives because of the many economic
interests (read builders), the Cecchignola Ditch is still a very important rawlplug in the “ecological
web”.

As far as the animals are concerned in the area there are many important species that are
protected by special laws issued by the European Community and the Italian Parliament for the
safeguard of the animals and of vegetable species: decisions CEE 43/92/CEE Habitat - 79/409/CEE
Birds — (It Law 157/92).

Insects are the biggest slice in the species whole and this is true in the ditch as well but many
different and special birds and animals are present here:

Amphibian and reptiles

- Toad (Bufo viridis) - it. rospo smeraldino

- Snake (Elaphe quatuorlineata ) - it. cervone

Diurnal birds of prey

- kite - it. nibbio bruno

Nocturnal birds of prey

- towny owl (it. allocco)- barn owl (it. barbagianni)- owl (it. civetta)

The red woodpecker (it. picchio rosso maggiore) particularly protected by the Italian Law 157/92.

The porcupine (it. istrice)
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